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    hat if you were a farmer,          
         rancher, farm worker or farm  
family member afflicted with a dis-
ability? What would you do? Give 
up? Not by a long shot! You would 
exhibit the same grit and determina-
tion for which farmers have always 
been noted. You would pick your-
self up, square your shoulders and 
get back to work. But hold on— 
there’s help waiting to assist you in 
doing just that.

The program is called AgrAbility 
in Georgia. Support for AgrAbility 
comes from the federal government 
through the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, and the program is admin-
istered by the University of Georgia 

from offices in Athens and Tifton. 
It offers, among other things, help 
in identifying assistive technology 
solutions such as tractor lifts, hand 
controls and customized farm modi-
fications to make farming easier; a 
business plan to stabilize and grow 
your business; and a wide variety of 
other resources, including training, 
classes and workshops. Help is even 
available in the form of volunteer 
projects. It is a partnership of many 
nonprofit disability organizations.

Some of the serious health 
problems that qualify farmers and 
ranchers for the program include 
back pain, cancer, cerebral palsy and 
diabetes, to name a few. Just about 

anything that prevents you from per-
forming at your highest level quali-
fies you for help.

According to the Department 
of Labor, about 288,000 individuals 
engaged in production agriculture 
nationwide experience physical, 
sensory or cognitive disabilities that 
affect how they perform one or more 
essential work tasks. In Georgia, the 
number of agricultural workers who 
have disabilities is estimated at ap-
proximately 30,000. Of these, about 
5,000 are already clients of AgrAbility 
in Georgia.

Individuals eligible for AgrAbil-
ity services include farmers, ranch-
ers, farm workers or family members 
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German Dixon, who was paralyzed in an accident, checks on the hogs at his farm in Dublin.
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who are employed in production 
agriculture and have any permanent 
type of disability.

Since the AgrAbility program is 
about serving people, here are three 
of their stories:

Andy Byrd, Walnut Grove
Imagine running a 75-acre 

organic farm with just about every 
vegetable, fruit, berry and farm ani-
mal in existence. Now envision being 
paralyzed without the use of your 
legs and limited hand dexterity, and 
trying to manage that farm from a 
wheelchair. For Andy Byrd, it’s a real-
ity at his Whippoorwill Hollow Farm.

Imagine also that your wife is 
suffering from a debilitating disease, 
cancer, and has been fighting it for 
more than a decade. Andy and Hilda 
Byrd ran their organic farm together 
until Hilda lost her battle with cancer 
and died in 2009.

Now Andy manages the farm 
alone, with the help of a few farm 
workers and his ever-faithful side-

kick, an American 
bulldog named Sadie.

Andy holds the 
distinction of being the first client of 
AgrAbility in Georgia.

“I first went to them for as-
sistance about 10 years ago. Now I 
get around the farm quite well in a 
heavy-duty wheelchair,” he says.

In addition, AgrAbility has or-
ganized volunteer days at the farm, 
something the organization does 
regularly. Workers from schools, 
civic groups and churches show up 
to perform heavy tasks, like burn-
ing brush, that are beyond Andy’s 
capabilities.

 “I think the AgrAbility staff is re-
ally excited about what goes on here 
at the farm. They have been a big 
help to me,” Andy says. “The good 
Lord seems to provide the people 
to help, right when you most need 
them. They are the ones who are 
giving me the push to the top of the 
hill, and providing that extra boost 
really brings everything together.”

German Dixon’s all-terrain wheelchair helps him get around his farm. 
Thanks to AgrAbility, he’s been able to return to farming after a debilitat-
ing accident.

For more information:
if you are interested in obtaining 

agrability assistance, find out more 
by calling agrability at (706) 542-0304 
or toll-free at (877) 524-6264, or sign 
on to the program’s website at www.
farmagain.com.

The national agrability Project 
also has a website at www.agrabil 
ity.org.

‘I first went to them for 
assistance about 10 
years ago. Now I get 
around the farm quite 
well, in a heavy-duty 

wheelchair.’
—Andy Byrd, 

Whippoorwill Hollow Farm
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You can contact Andy to see 
what is available at the farm by call-
ing (770) 787-7501, or by visiting the 
farm’s website at www.whippoorwill 
hollowfarm.com.

German Dixon, East Point
It’s quite a drive from East Point 

to Dublin, but German (pronounced 
Germane) Dixon made the trip very 
often. Dublin is where the old family 
farm is located, and he had a hog 
farm operating there, with the help 
of a relative or two.

German was hauling a trailer-
load of feed to the hogs when his 
vehicle left the road and tipped over, 
throwing him clear.

“I guess it was the trailer that 
ran over my back, but I was already 
unconscious,” says Dixon. The 
resulting spinal cord injury left him 
paralyzed from the waist down and 
the future of the hog farm in doubt.

“The AgrAbility folks worked 

with me, and now I have 
this all-terrain wheelchair 
to get around in.”

German credits Agra-
bility with helping him get 
back to farming.

“They were all very helpful,”  
he says.

Bob Berry, Ray City
He loves chickens, and always 

has. Bob Berry likes to tell visitors  
to his Ray City hatchery that, when 
he was a child, his family always 
raised chickens, anywhere from 
three birds to several hundred.

One day, while visiting a feed 
store to pick up poultry supplies, 
young Bob spied an incubator. It 
was love at first sight. He bought 
the egg-hatching apparatus and was 
soon incubating his own chicks. A 
small business, “Bob’s Biddies,” was 
soon born.

“The rest, as they say, is history. I 

began hatching my chicks and look-
ing for customers,” says Bob. 

Bob was soon selling baby 
chicks in modest numbers and 
planning to grow his hobby into a 
lifetime business. In the early 1980s, 
however, something happened that 
threatened his business, and forever 
changed his life.

Bob was diagnosed with glauco-
ma, a debilitating eye disease often 
known as “the silent sight stealer” 
Once it damages the optic nerve, 
sight can never be restored. He is 
now blind in one eye.

Undaunted, Bob was deter-
mined to continue his business. With 
his wife Diane’s help, he was able to 
care for and deliver his chicks. The 

Above: Bob Berry’s lifelong love of chickens led to his 
hatchery business, known as Bob’s Biddies in Ray City. Inset: 
Dominique hens are among the birds found at Bob’s Biddies.

He loves chickens, and alw
ays has.
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other alternative was for customers 
to drive to the little hatchery and 
pick up their chicks. The Berrys 
decided that, to grow their business, 
they needed to ship their chicks 
directly to their customers.

 “In order to do that,” says Bob, 
“we needed to be certified by the 
NPIP.” The National Poultry Im-
provement Program was established 
in 1935 to keep poultry free from 
disease nationwide. 

A visiting NPIP inspector told 
Bob that his operation would need 

Glen Rains, left, director of AgrAbility in Georgia, and Kim Wagner, vocational rehabilitation 
counselor with the Georgia Department of Labor, were a big help to Bob Berry, owner of 
Bob’s Biddies.
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to be upgraded before he could be 
approved to ship his chicks by mail. 

Bob contacted the Georgia 
Department of Labor Vocational Re-
habilitation (VR) program in Valdo-
sta. VR’s goal is to help people with 
disabilities become fully productive 
in their chosen farm endeavors.

Bob went to the VR office and 
met rehabilitation counselor Kim 
Wagner, whom he now thinks of as 
his guardian angel. VR also came to 
Bob’s hatchery. They stated that in 
order to get financial aid to upgrade 
and meet NPIP standards, Bob 
would need a business plan.

Wagner advised him to contact 
AgrAbility in Georgia at the nearby 
UGA campus in Tifton. There he 
was assisted by Glen Rains, AgrAbil-
ity program director, and his staff, 
and soon Bob had his business plan. 
He was approved and in business. 
“I’m very grateful to both VR and 
AgrAbility for their help,” says Bob. 
“They were both just great!”

Bob still loves his chickens. In 
particular, he likes Rhode Island 
Reds, True Dominiques and Buff 
Orpingtons. He plans to add several 
more heritage breeds soon.

Bob’s chicks are available year-
round, and he and Diane ship to 
just about anywhere in the country.

If you would like a tour of Bob’s 
Biddies, just give Bob a call at (229) 
455-6437, or email him at bobsbid 
dies@msn.com. 

If you do go to Bob’s Ray City 
hatchery, you will see a sign at the 
front gate that says “Bob’s Biddies—
Please Honk Horn for Service.” You 
won’t need to honk, however. You’ll 
soon be greeted by the barks of a 
young, ever-watchful black labrador 
retriever named Sally, who is quite 
vigilant about protecting her turf 
and her master. Don’t worry. Bob 
will be right behind her.  

E. Wayne McDaniel, of Gaines-
ville, is a journalist, historian and 
teacher. Now, he writes and teaches 
history and creative writing in the 
continuing education departments 
of several area universities.

With about 100 geocaches hidden across the 
county, Carrollton/Carroll County is a great 

destination for geocachers. 
Spend a day or a weekend exploring parks, 
shops, restaurants and attractions search-
ing for caches of all levels of difficulty and 

description. 

Bring your family, bring your buddies and 
bring your sense of adventure!

Carrollton/Carroll County holds the 
treasure you seek.

Carrollton Area Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau
www.visitcarrollton.com  

800-292-0871
Find us on Facebook

Cache 
in Carroll!


